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Snow Survival School:
Taking the Danger Out of

Winter’s Hazards

by William D. Siuru, P.E.

very winter we read about folks
who venture out into remote,
SNOWY areas mnever Lo refurn,
Many times they are hikers, skiers and
hunters. Sometimes they are employ-
ces of utility, telephone and mi-
Crowave communications companics.
Even those who have lived and
worked though many winters can fall
prey to avalanches, hypothermia, car-
bon monoxide poisomng, or get lost in
a blizzard or white oul.
Often their plight is compounded by
a vehicle that breaks down or becomes
hopelessly stuck in deep snow. Most of
the time these victims could have lived
had they had the proper training in ex-
treme climate survival, signaling tech-
niques, emergency vehicle repair and
s0 forth.
This is e¢xactly the training provided

by the Snow Survival School based in . -
Littleton, Colo. This, the oldest and  Inswlation from natural materials, body heat and a candle can keep the interior of a

largest snow survival school in North vehicle at 50 degrees F even when the temperatire outside is O degrees F

America, offers standard courses at its

ideal facilities in the Colorado moun-

tains. It also puls on custom programs  lomers who want the training present-  Hands-on Instruction

to meet the needs of specialized cus-  €d in their particolar locale. For instance, each winier between
Janwary and April, three groups of
about 15 students cach get five days of
intensive, hands-on instruction and ex-
perience in snow survival, Their in-
structors include mountaineering in-
structors, winter survival experts, me-
teorologists, expert snow vehicle oper-
ators, engineers and medical doctors,
Instruction in all the practical aspects
of survival of both man and equipment
under standard and extremely haz-
ardous cold climate condition is cov-
ered 1n both the classroom and in the
field.

If you are in trouble, signaling for
help becomes a top priority. Therefore,
the course covers distress signaling
techniques from impromptu fires and

Studenis from sheriff departments and wilivies at the Continental Divide at the com- !
pletion of an exercise. snow tapping to smoke grenades,
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flares and even satellite locator bea-
cons. The training includes flight time
in a helicopter so students better learn
how to spot and be spotted from the air
under both daylight and nighttime

conditions. Students comment
after attempting to spot their class-
mates that they are amazed that any-
one lost in the snow is ever spotted
from the air.

Then there is the matter of surviving
while you wait for help or while trav-
elling 1o safety. The course includes in
depth coverage of wildness survival

i that often rely on using ma-
terials from the surroundings in addi-
tion to special supplies.

For example, students learn how to
build snow caves and trenches, find
food and build a fire using wet Kin-
dling or vehicle tires.

Since avoiding trouble is always bet-
ter than getting out of it, the course in-
cludes such subjects as field meteorol-
ogy for weather forecasting and recog-
nizing weather hazards. The course
also covers avalanche prediction and
avoidance, and if these fail, escape and
survival from an avalanche. Also stu-
dents are instructed in Jocating
avalanche victims. Preparation for sur-
vival includes selecting the correct
clothing and what food and other
emergency gear to carry with you dur-
ing winter travel.

Navigating Snow Vehicles

A significant portion of the course is
devoted to snow vehicles—snow cats,
trucks and snowmobiles. This includes
proper navigation over difficult and
hazardous terrain, rouie selection and
exiricating vehicles stuck in the snow.

-

Students are instructed in navigation
techniques during blizzard and white
out conditions. For the worsi case, the
course includes instruction on convert-
ing a truck or snow cat into a comfort-
able shelter using available materials.
With proper insulation it is possible to
heat the interior of a vehicle to 50 de-
grees F with a single candle even in 0
degree F outside temperatures.

For snowmobile operation, faculty
from the Tiger Run Snowmobile Re-
sort in Breckenridge, Colo., are
brought in to teach not only how to
safely navigate steep slopes and deep

~ snow but how to perform snowmobile

emergency maintenance, Should all
other forms of transportation fail, stu-
dents are instructed on how to make
snowshoes from materials on hand and
then use them to travel.

- Students are instructed on how to
handle medical emergencies such as
detecting carbon monoxide poisoning
syptoms and handling hypothermia by
a doctor who is one the country’s fore-
most wilderness survival experts and a
Colorado Rescue Paramedic. An im-

part of the course is “lessons
leamed”™ from past mistakes that have
cost lives. UTF

William D. Siuru, Jr., PhD, PE., is an
automotive and aviation journalist. He
can be reached ar 4050 Dolphin Cir-
cle, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80918;
(719) 528-1980). For more information
on the Snow Survival School contact
Art Seely, president, 5231 South Santa
Fe, Ste. 1000, Littleton, Colo. 80120;
(303) 795-2411 or (800) 257-4129,

Photography by Art Seely.
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As the leading fiberglass aerial lift
replacement Source, we spacialize in
design innovation, unparalleled manutac-
twring techniques and an uncompromising
quality control program.

In our fully integrated buckets, inside
surface-male molds are used 1 assune &
precise 8t for every Alliance Equipment
linee. The Outside surtace is ground

Our bucket liners are constructed of a low

AE Alliance Equipment Company,inc.

1000 NORTH UNION AVENUE »

PHOME (216) 821-2291 « FAX (216} 821-4836 « 1-800-383-2290
24-HOUR CUSTOMER SERVICE

In buckets, bucket
hooms and amnmrﬁﬁhmh?ﬁﬁﬂs it better!

linear density polyethyleng with an uitravi-
olet inhibitor to provide fong product life
and dependable dislectric protection.
And, every Alance Equipment product
meets or exceads cument OSHA and ANSI
standards,

So, for liners and accessones; highest
quality fiberglass buckets and booms:
custom designs or state-of-the-arl fiber-
mmﬂummu

Alliance Equipment. :

+ ALLIANCE, OHIO 44601
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